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Uganda Sociological and Anthropological Association (USAA) in partnership with 

 Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda 


Supported by 
International Sociological Association (ISA)


Theme: "Strengthening Sociology and Anthropology in Eastern Africa: Building Professional Identity, Networks and Social Relevance."

ANNOUNCEMENT

Are you a Sociology or Anthropology student interested in learning from the experiences of those in practice to make a decision on your sociology or anthropology career? Are you a professional sociologist in the field and facing practical challenges of applying your knowledge and skills to address real-life social realities? Do you teach sociology/Anthropology and would like to know how your students apply the knowledge you imparted? Are you an employer looking for the right sociologist/anthropologists for your needs? Or are you a planner or policy maker/implementer responsible for developing standards and policies that address human and social development concerns?  

The Uganda sociological and Anthropological Association (USAA) in partnership with the Makerere University’s Department of Sociology and Anthropology and with support from the International Sociological Association (ISA) are organising a Sociology Symposium for the East Africa region. The theme of the symposium is Strengthening Sociology and anthropology in Eastern Africa: Building Professional Identity, Networks and Social Relevance. The symposium will take place at Makerere University in Kampala on 29th – 30th September 2026.

While some disciplines have clear roles in the rapid social, economic, technological and environmental transformation that is witnessed in East Africa, the role of sociology and anthropology is still unclear to many. This symposium convenes Sociologists, Anthropologists and stakeholders from Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, South Sudan, Ethiopia DRC and Burundi to not only showcase the impact of the discipline on society, but also contribute strategies for enhancing cross-border collaboration. Hence the terms “professional identity”, “networks” and “social relevance” as used in the symposium theme speak directly to this objective. 

Sub-themes
Presentations and discussions will revolve around the following sub-themes:

a) Professional identity: what does it mean to be a sociologist/anthropologist? How should the discipline position itself relative to other social sciences, and what standards and accreditation mechanisms are needed? 
b) Networks: experiences of networking and collaboration in enhancing professional effectiveness in sociology/anthropology.
c) Social relevance: experiences of application of sociological/anthropological knowledge/research and theory to address real life issues and social transformation.

How to participate in the symposium: Participation in the symposium will be available both physically and virtually by invitation only upon registration. 

Registration: Online registration will open on the USAA website (provide link) from 1st July to 15th September 2026  upon payment of registration fees as follows; 
a) Professionals- Ugandans (physical) Ugx 50,000/- 
b) Students-Ugandans (physical) Ugx 30,000/-
c) All Ugandans (online participants) Ugx 10,000/-
d) Non-Ugandans (Physical and online) Free 
e) Presenters (Online and physical) Free 

Language: The language of the symposium will be only English (No translation services).

Call for Presenters: Those interested to make presentations are hereby invited to read the detailed conference program available on (provide link) to understand the proposed topics and send expression of interest by email on info@usaaug.org with an outline of their presentations by 1st August 2026. Presenters who would like to make limited modifications on the proposed standard topics will be permitted upon consideration by the technical review panel.  

Logistics and support 
a) Meals and refreshments: Tea breaks, lunch and water and a documents pack will be provided to physical participants over the two days of the symposium. 
b) Participants from outside Uganda will be required to fund their own travel, accommodation, dinner and other logistical requirements. However, USAA team will available to provide administrative and information support to participants who request. 

[bookmark: _Toc219120606]Symposium Programme: The symposium will be conducted in two days (29th and 30th September 2026).  A detailed symposium program can be accessed on (provide link). Please note that a few changes may be made. 

[bookmark: _Toc219120607]Expected Outcomes and impact of the Symposium
Immediate Outcomes
1. A set of formally adopted Symposium Recommendations on strengthening sociology and anthropology in Eastern Africa.
1. A compiled proceedings document integrating all presentation papers.
1. A strengthened and expanded professional network of sociologists and anthropologists across the region.
1. improved institutional visibility of USAA to act as a bridge between the professional disciplines and their stakeholders in the country and region.  
Medium-Term Outcomes
1. Publication of selected papers as a special issue in the African Sociological Review or an equivalent peer-reviewed journal.
1. Development of a regional action plan for cross-border collaboration, with designated focal persons by country.
1. Initiation of dialogue on a regional curriculum and accreditation framework.
Long-Term Impact
1. A more visible, confident and professionally cohesive sociology and anthropology community in Eastern Africa.
1. Greater uptake of sociological and anthropological evidence in policy, development programming and public discourse across the region.
1. The foundation for a formally constituted Eastern Africa Sociological and Anthropological Network.

Key Dates at a Glance
	Date
	Milestone

	1st July –15th September 2026
	Participant registration window

	1 August 2026
	Deadline for submission of presentation outlines (invited presenters)

	15 September 2026
	Deadline for submission of full papers / extended abstracts

	20 September 2026
	Registration confirmation and final programme circulated

	28 September 2026
	Arrival of external presenters; check-in to accommodation

	29–30 September 2026
	SYMPOSIUM

	31 October 2026
	Deadline for submission of revised papers for publication consideration



Contacts 
	Symposium Secretariat
Dr. Christine Kulabako
General Secretary, Uganda Sociological and Anthropological Association (USAA)
Email: info@usaaug.org 
Phone: +256 779 688 004
Mr. Titus James TWESIGE
President Uganda Sociological and Anthropological Association (USAA)
Email: president@usaaug.org 
Phone: +256 772525487
USAA | Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda



	We look forward to welcoming you to Kampala.
Together, let us build the sociological and anthropological voice that Eastern Africa deserves.
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